
WAR
As Affecting Bolivar County and its Citizens, 

1861 -1862
By Walter Sillers

South Carolina seceded, Mississippi followed, and feverish prep
arations for war began in every part of the country.

The Bolivar Troop, a superb cavalry company, was organized at 
Prentiss, the county site. Colonel Charles Clark, a Mexican War vet
eran, was elected captain, but shortly afterwards was appointed a 
general in the Confederate Army, and Frank Montgomery was elected 
captain in his stead.

W. N. Brown organized and Miles McGehee equipped an infantry 
company from the northern part of the county, named the “McGehee 
Rifles/' Brown was made captain.

Dr. R. M. Mason organized the Mason Dragoons, of which he was 
captain. Later, W. E. Montgomery organized a cavalry company of 
old men, wounded soldiers, and youngsters, known as the “Cameron 
Company State Troops,” of which he was elected captain, Daniel Cam
eron, 1st lieutenant, and Joseph Sillers, 2nd lieutenant.

The Bolivar troop was drilled on the plantation of Captain F. A. 
Montgomery near the schoolhouse where I was attending school at 
the time. When troopers began to drill, every school boy was equipped 
with a uniform and a little sword, and a juvenile cavalry company or
ganized with Phillip Lee as captain, James Sillers, 1st lieutenant, and 
William Gayden, 2nd lieutenant. These boys, burning with the spirit 
of war and being fine horsemen, lost nothing in comparison with the 
trooper’s mounts.

After months of drilling, the Bolivar Troop was ordered to war, 
and our little company accompanied them to the river landing, where 
they embarked. The families of all the Troopers, and the citizens 
generally, gathered to see them off. The sweetheart of one of the 
Troopers that the writer knew well stood out alone on the bank of the 
river while her lover waved the flag of the company until the boat 
bearing the Troopers north disappeared around the bend of the river. 
She never saw him again.
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The roster of three companies of Bolivar County, preserved in the 
Department of Archives and History at Jackson, Mississippi, follows:

[139]

i
=

a

Ii

= «



History of Bolivar County, Mississippi140

CAMERON’S COMPANY, MISSISSIPPI CAVALRY 
FIRST BATALLION (MONTGOMERY’S) STATE TROOPS

RANKNAME
.... Private
.... Private
.... Private
.. Sergeant
.... Private
... Private

.... Private

... Sergeant 

... Corporal
.... Private
.... Private
.... Private
.... Private
.... Private

Corporal 
... . Captain
..... Private
__ Private
..... Private
..... Private
... Sergeant
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
..... Private
...... Private
...... Private
...... Private
...... Private
..... Private
...... Private
...... Private
...... Private
...... Private

Private
...... Private
...... Private
...... Private
....... Private
....... Private
.... Sergeant
...... Private

Private
....... Private

..... Private*
....... Private
....... Private -
.......  Private
....... Private
....... Private
....... Private
....... Private
........ Private
........ Private

Anderson, W. G. .......
Aycock, S. J................
Barnard, G.................
Barnes, Thos..............
Barnett, C. G. ...........
Barr, S. M...................
Batts, J. T..................
Baxter, Wm. S...........
Boatright, J. H..........
Brian, M.....................
Brown, S. J.................
Browning, J. V.........
Burch, P. H...............
Burch, S. W...............
Callaham, E...............
Cameron, D. S...........
Chevalier, H. F..........
Covington, C. C.........
Covington, W. A.......
Deason, S. T..............
Deason, T. W.............
Dewberry, B. P. .......
Edens, J.....................
Elliott, Geo................
Ford, R. M................
Gentry, J. F..............
Guice, R. M..... ..........
Heard, J. F................
Heard, L. F...............
Heathman, J. F.......
Heathman, J. M. .....
Jetton, B...................
John, S. D................
Johnston, L. P.........
Jones, J. E................
Jones, T. B. .............
Kimbrough, R. M. ...
King, Ben ...............
Lamar, T. C..............
Lamb, P. F...............
Lawson, H. T...........
Lawson, F.................
Leach, A. D..............
Lytle, G....................
Martin, J. L............
Maxwell, R. Y.........
McBride, John........
McCarver, Wm........
McCollum, M. D.....
McDonald, John ....
McGregor, J. V......
McLaurin, G. W.....
McSpadden, T. E. ..
Meek, J. M...............
Milroy, J. V............
Montgomery, Wm. .
Newby, Ed.............
Norman, J...............
Oldham, J...............
Oldham, M..............
Palmer, S. L...........
Preston, Wm. M. ...
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.................. Private
.................. Private
Second Lieutenant
............   Private
.................. Private
.. First Lieutenant
................. Private
.................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.....First Sergeant
.............. Corporal
................. Private

Scott, S. W............
Scruggs, Y. J........
Sillers, Joseph .....
Smith, H................
Smith, J. F. M......
Stafford, J. A........
Stukes, G. W.........
Thompson, S. H. ..
Walton, G. A.........
Waren, V. T..........
Watson, W. N.......
Watts, Geo.............
Wells, H. T............
Wells, M.................
White, A. D...........
White, I. J..............
White, J. A...........
Willey, Joseph .....
Williams, Henry ...
Wilson, B. B.........
Wilson, William ...
Young, G. F...........
Youngblood, H. A.
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I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Roll 
of Cameron’s Company, First Batallion (Montgomery’s) State Troops, 
Mississippi Cavalry, on file in the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History.

WITNESS my hand and Seal of office, this the 27th day of June,
1923.
(SEAL) Dunbar Rowland, Director

*
McGEHEE’S RIFLES 

Captain Shelby’s Company 
(Bolivar Greys)

State Troops 
RANK

Mississippi Cavalry 
NAME
Arnold, Wm., Jr............
Bankston, J.......................
Batts, Jas. T.....................
Bennett, Elias .................
Boyce, John P...................
Brown, Wm. N.................
Cameron, Danl. S.............
Clay, J. J...........................
Dupree, L. C.....................
Duson, Sidney T...............
Farrar, Thos. J................
Gentry, M. J......................
Glover, Cameron C...........
Herndon, Benj. S.............
Irwin, John L...................
Jackson, Jno. A................
Jackson, Porter ................
Jones, Geo. W....................
Jordan, C. N......................
Lyman, John W................
Lyman, Horatio G.............

..............  Private
............. Corporal
.............. Private
............... Private
..............  Private
.........Private
............... Private
..............  Private
.............. Private
................Private
..............  Private
.............. Private
........... Chaplain
.............. Private
.............. Private
.......... Corporal
.............. Private
.............. Private
......... . Private
.............. Private
..... . Private
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................. Private
. Third Lieutenant
..................  Private
................. Private
............... Sergeant
.................. Private
Second Lieutenant
.................. Private
.................. Private
..................  Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
..................  Private
..................  Private

................. Sergeant
................. Captain
..................  Private
................... Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
................... Private
.................. Private

............. Corporal
... First Lieutenant
................... Private
... First Lieutenant
................... Private
................... Private
................... Private

McClore, Jno. T........
McGehee. Jas. G........
McGill, Hill K............
McLaughlin, Janies ..
Melchoir, Jno. C........
Miller, Rufus C..........
Milroy, John B..........
Moody, Francis ........
Payne, John S.........
Payne, Wm. T..........
Peake, Wm. H.........
Read, Jas. W...........
Scott, Sir Walter ....
Scruggs, Jno. W.......
Scruggs, L. B............
Shelby, Isaac............
Shelby, M. D.............
Shelby, Thos. M....... .
Simmons, James P. ..
Smith, John G...........
Stafford, Jno. A.......
Stafford, S. B............
Thaxton, John ........
Torry, G. G...............
Webster, Daniel.......
Webster, Wm...........
White, Isaiah J........
Whitworth, Peter L.
Wilbank, W. M.........
Williams, Frank C.
Williams, Geo. Y.....
Wilson, Benj. B......
Wrenn, Geo. L..........

* 4= *

I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Roll 
of Captain Shelby’s Company (Bolivar Greys) Missisippi Cavalry, 
State Troop, C. S. A., on file in the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History.

WITNESS my hand and seal of office, this the 27th day of June,
1923.
(SEAL) Dunbar Rowland, Director

* * *

BOLIVAR TROOP 
COMPANY “H”

FIRST MISSISSIPPI CAVALRY !RANKNAME !
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Captain
Private

Alcorn, Henry ....
Alcorn, W. A.......
Alexander, E. B.
Allen, J. D...........
Barker, Wm........
Barnett, J. C......
Baskin, J. S........
Beard, James ...
Bishop, 0. P.......
Blanchard, E. L. 
Blanchard, S. W. 
Blaincoe, J. H. ...
Blinkoe, A. J......
Boardman, Wm.
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............... Sergeant
.................. Private
.................. Private
Second Lieutenant
................ ... Private
.................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................. Private
............... Corporal
.................. Private
................. Private
............... Corporal
.................. Private
.................. Private
.................. Private
............... Sergeant
.................. Private
.................. Private
............. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
............... Sergeant
....................Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private
................. Private

.............. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private
.................  Private
................. Private
.................. Private
................ Captain
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private
............... Sergeant
................... Private
.................  Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private
................. Private
.................  Private
............... Sergeant
................. Private
.................  Private
................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private
.................. Private
................. Private
................. Private
.................  Private

Bogue, T. J...................
Bowman, J. M..............
Boyce, Jno. P...............
Bridges, W. A.............
Brown, John H...........
Camp, L. M..................
Caner, W. R...............
Chambers, T. P...........
Chambers, Samuel ....
Christmas, Chas. T. ..
Clay, J. J. ...................
Coleman, Ed................
Coleman, O. F.............
Conner, A. B................
Craig, Jno. P...............
Davidson, D. W..........
Davidson, N. P. ........
Davidson, P. M...........
DeBruler, John ..........
Dennis, I. I.................
Dickey, Jason ............
Dilworth, Geo. H........
Doan, E........................
Downs, J. M...............
Durden, T. W...............
Dyer, Jas. B. Co. F-H
Eadens, J. ..................
Estill, C. L..................
Farrar, Chas. C.........
Flynn, William .........
Frank, Theodore.......
Gill, R. G......................
Glass, J. C...................
Glass, William ..........
Goodrich, H................
Graham, Thomas .....
Grant, E. M................
Hamilton, John .........
Hatton, Patrick .........
Heath, J......................
Herndon, H. 0............
Herren, Gadi ............
Holliday, W. F...........
Howell, Hansel .........
Hubbard, Geo. H........
Hughes, M. L.............
Hullum, John .............
Humes, Thos. W........
Hunter, L. M..............
Ireland, S. S...............
Jones, Charles ..........
Jones, James .............
Jordan, C. N...............
Jordan, J. T................
Kelly, S........................
Kingsley, H. C............
Kingsley, Orrin.........
Lewis, Charles .........
Lightfoot, Geo. T .....
Lindsey, J..............
Lobdell, C. S..............
Lobdell, L. L..............
Mallett, H...................
Malone, M. L..............
Mattingly, Jas............
McCoy, Wm. H..........
McCullough, N. H. ...
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............. Private
First Sergeant

.............  Private

.............  Private

............  Captain

............. Private

.............  Private

.............. Private
.............  Private
............. Private
.............. Private
............. Private
.............  Private
.............  Private
........... Sergeant
..............  Private
..............  Private
............ Corporal
..............  Private
.............. Private
..............  Private
.............. Private
..............  Private
...............  Private
................ Private
............... Private
...............  Private
...............  Private
...............  Private
................  Private
................ Private

Private
................ Private
................ Private
................  Private
Third Lieutenant 

Private
.............  Private
.............. Private

................  Private
Private
Private

................. Private

.................  Private
Private

.................  Private
Private
Private

..........  Private
.............. Corporal
.............. SeTgeant
..................  Private

. First Lieutenant
..................  Private

.......... Private

McGuire, C. L.........................
McGuire, T. R.........................
Milan, D. B..............................
Miller, R. C.............................
Montgomery, F. A................
Montgomery, W. F................
Moore, Marney .....................
Moore, Peyton E....................
Neilson, D. W.............. ...........
Newman, J. H.......................
Niles, S. D. G........................
Noble, John .........................
O’Bryan, William ...............
Orr, Joseph ........................
Owens, A. D..........................
Owens, J. M..........................
Peak, Jeff P..........................
Peake, W. H..........................
Pernell, Wm. T.....................
Phillips, W. T.......................
Philpot, J. N.......................
Purnell, Geo..........................
Reinach, D............................
Reneau, H. L........................
Roden, George .....................
Rogers, Jas. W....................
Saunders, A1 .......................
Saunders, C. W...................
Saunders, Webb .................
Sherrer, John......................
Simmons, Mallicha ...........
Smith, J. B..........................
Spencer, Thos. H ..............
Stevens, L. H......................
Stevens, W. C. Co. O-H ....
Stewart, J. B......................
Stewart, John M. Co. K-H
Stone, J. K..........................
Strayhorn, J. D..................
Thayer, John B..................
Trawick, J. W....................
Tuley, F. M........................
Wager, P. B........................
Wheat, H. C...................... .
Wheat, J. M.......................
White, H. H.......................
Williamson, W. W............
Worthington, A. D...........
Worthington, B. T............
Worthington, C. T...........
Worthington, E. T...........
Worthington, Thos. P.....
Worthington, W. M...........
Worthington, W. W..........
Yarbrough, T. L...............

* * *

I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Roll 
of Bolivar Troop, Company “H”, First Mississippi Cavalry, C. S. A., 
on file in the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

WITNESS my hand and seal of office this 27th day of June, 1923.
Dunbar Rowland, Director(SEAL)
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BOLIVAR COUNTY TROOPS IN THE CIVIL WAR
By Captain W. R. Shepherd

In looking over the roster sent me by Dr. Rowland, from the State 
Department of Archives and History, of “Bolivar Greys”, I find it is 
made up of men of all four companies from Bolivar County.

I find thirteen names of members of the McGehee Rifles, some of the 
Bolivar Troop, some members of Mason's Dragoons; the remainder of 
this roster were members of Captain Dan Cameron’s Company, com
monly called “Feather Bed Rangers.”

I see that J. G. McGehee is on this roster as 3rd lieutenant. Jim 
never was a commissioned officer of the company; he was on de
tached service most of the war, as aide of General'Withers’ staff, 
with rank of 1st lieutenant.

I will give the names of the officers of each company that was or
ganized in Bolivar County, in 1861, at the time of their enlistment. 
Until a few years ago, I could recall the entire roster of the McGehee 
Rifles; time has dimmed my memory somewhat, but I will recall as 
many as I can.

On. the roster sent me, I find thirteen men of the McGehee Rifles, 
one of the Bolivar Troop, three of Mason’s Dragoons, and the rest of 
the roll of the Home Guards. That is the reason there are so many on 
the roll. That company was mustered into service with forty men, 
served four years and had four hundred on the roll at the end. All the 
soldiers of the county when retired from active service because of
wounds joined this company.

- - * * * •
When the call to arms was sounded throughout the Southland, W. 

N. Brown issued a call for the young men to meet on June 16th, 1861, 
at Prentiss, then the county seat of Bolivar County, to organize a mili
tary company. On that date, the company was organized' and was 
named the “McGehee Rifles” in honor of Colonel McGehee, then the 
owner of Sunny wild plantation. Colonel McGehee immediately sent 
to Memphis for goods and tailors to make each man a uniform, and 
in a few days each man had a summer uniform. Then Colonel Mc
Gehee ordered the very best of Confederate grey cloth and had a 
winter uniform made for each man.

Before we left for the front Miss Blanche McGehee, the daughter of 
Colonel McGehee, presented us with a very handsome company flag, 
and we pledged her that this flag would never fall into the hands of the 
enemy; when we were forced to surrender at the fall of Fort Donel- 
son, at Dover, Tennessee, we built a fire and laid the flag in the flames, 
and so we kept our pledge.

On the company’s leaving for the front, Colonel McGehee presented 
them with one thousand dollars to be used for the benefit of the sick.
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